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REGIONAL NEWS

Public consultations begin on proposed
natural gas pipeline
by admin • May 21, 2014

SaskEnergy/TransGas held an open house at Vanscoy’s Circle Hall on May 13 to discuss and answer

questions about the construction of a proposed 50 to 60 km pipeline through the area.

According to the utility, the proposed pipeline will meet growing residential, industrial and commercial

natural gas needs in the Saskatoon regions and surrounding areas. The proposed route would begin

at an existing TransGas pipeline near Vanscoy and run east toward Patience Lake where it will connect

with another existing pipeline.

During the open house, residents had the opportunity to provide comments and feedback to assist with

route finalization. Attendees also had the opportunity to ask questions about construction techniques,

environmental protection, pipeline safety and other concerns.

Jerome Robert, mayor of Vanscoy, said land owners will be affected but the lines will be buried. Land

owners will still be able to crop and compensation will be available if the pipeline crosses their property.

He said right now the project is only a proposal and route finalization will depend on the future twinning

of Highway 7.

The final decision on the route could take a few years, said Tyler Danielson, director of pipeline

engineering with TransGas.

Danielson said the engineering part of constructing a pipeline is a very small part of the process.

He said it begins with deciding on a corridor or route, public consultations, survey easements, getting

landowners to consent and sign easements and deciding on compensation for the landowner if the

pipeline crosses their land.

Danielson said there are also several approvals including government, environmental, heritage, water

body approvals and a series of engineering design work that needs to be done. All of this information is

then submitted to the Ministry of the Economy for a final approval.

Danielson, who has attended many open houses over the years, said some of the common questions

include land and pipeline routing, compensation, methods of installation, the size and type of pipe and

the impacts to the land during construction and how TransGas maintains pipelines.

Roger Aldag, the land manager for SaskEnergy/Transgas, said landowners will receive market value.

“I can’t say what that market value is going to be because it has to be individually appraised,” said

Aldag. “We pay for crop losses which is usually paid before construction, which compensates for any

crop losses that happens during construction and easement compensation.”

Daniel Dietrich, who is the environmental advisor on the project, said the environmental process could

take 12 to 18 months from the field to developing permits. Once a route is confirmed, he added, there

is a detailed number of field surveys that look at soils, vegetation, wildlife, weeds, topography and water
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sources.

Danielson said with all approvals going forward and weather pending the construction of the actual

pipeline itself could be complete in three to four months. He said feedback from the consultations will

look at whether there are areas of concern, compare that with the need for the pipeline and the need to

move into further steps for further defining the route.

Robert said at this point in the proposal landowners have been quiet.

“I haven’t heard too much at all. I am not saying that land owners are not talking, but I don’t think

people have had enough time to think about it,’ said Robert.
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