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Federal Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz and Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister Lyle Stewart have

announced improvements to the Farm Stewardship Program, which provides support for producers to

adopt management practices that maintain or improve the quality of soil, water, air or biodiversity

resources.

"The changes being made to this program will enable them to continue producing high-quality

agricultural products in a way that is both environmentally responsible and sustainable in the long

term," Ritz said in a news release.

Stewart said the Farm Stewardship Program recognizes that good environmental practices and a

successful agriculture sector go hand-in-hand.

"Saskatchewan producers continue to be leaders in environmental stewardship and these

improvements will help the industry continue to grow."

With an annual budget of $4.6 million, theprogram helps Saskatchewan producers implement

practices that ensure the long-term health and sustainability of their farm operations, positively affect

economic and environmental viability and minimize negative impacts and risk to the environment.

New beneficial management practices will increase focus on important areas, such as precision

farming and land management, including:

Riparian-area grazing management and fencing, with funding of 50 per cent of eligible costs for

fencing and labour to establish riparian-area grazing paddocks to a maximum rebate of $5,000;

Used oil, filter and fluid storage, with funding of 50 per cent of eligible costs for engineering and

construction of berm and pad for storage areas to a maximum rebate of $3,000;

Variable-rate irrigation technology with funding of 30 per cent of eligible costs for equipment to enable

variable rate irrigation to a maximum rebate of $15,000;

Variable-rate mapping, with funding of 30 per cent of eligible costs for consulting fees to create zone

maps for variable rate fertilizer and/or variable rate irrigation application to a maximum rebate of

$2,000.
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