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Commercial space hard to come by

 By Aaron Streck Reporter

SASKATOON –

 “Saskaboom” means

business but it’s not

cheap to set up shop and
find commercial space in

Saskatoon right now.

Two months after moving

her non-profit

organization into a new

place, Jessica Mills is
being forced to look for a

new place.

Like the dogs Mills finds

homes for, she too is also

looking for a new location. It turns out Adopt a Paw Pet Haven is in the wrong zoning area.

“The agriculture zone we haven’t been able to find

anything and the other two, we’ve got three buildings in

one zone and one building to look at in the other. They

might work, they might not and their quite pricy,” said

Mills.

Real estate experts say it’s not easy finding affordable

space in Saskatoon.

“The vacancies are low. They have been since that lull in 2009. Everything stayed low and that’s why you see a

lot of speculators coming out. Land you can’t keep it on the shelves. The strength of our economy is proving that
we can achieve the rates build the buildings, guys are filling them up,” said Jayson Elenko, ICR Commercial Real

Estate Branch Manager.
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The city of Saskatoon says businesses should be aware of where they are renting and ask the right questions.

“I think it’s very important for people to either through themselves or the realtor or whoever to touch base with

the city. To be very specific about what it is they want to do, very specific where they want to be located. We’re

certainly more than prepared to offer opinions back in writing in terms of whether a proposal complies with the

zoning by-law,” said Tim Steuart, with the city’s community services department.

While Mills is in the dog house with the city, she says officials are giving her a little bit of time to find homes for

the animals and a new one for her organization.
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