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Using Statistics Canada’s most recent numbers, city planners now  estimate the city of Saskatoon’s population has reached 253,000, making it one of the fastest-grow ing cities in Canada
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More than a quarter-million people now call Saskatoon home, according to the latest estimates by city

officials.

Using Statistics Canada’s most recent numbers, city planners now estimate the city’s population has

reached 253,000, making it one of the fastest-growing cities in Canada.

“This new estimate confirms that Saskatoon is ‘the place to be’. Our growing, thriving economy and

high quality of life make the city an attractive place for new residents and recent Canadians to call

home,” Alan Wallace, the city’s director of planning and development, said Monday in a press

release.

The Saskatoon region — which includes the cities of Saskatoon, Martensville and Warman and large

swaths of surrounding communities — was one of the fastest growing in the country in 2013,

according to data released by Statistics Canada in late February. With a growth rate of 3.9 per cent

from July 2012 to July 2013, the Saskatoon region grew to 298,000 people. The rate of growth fell just

behind the Calgary region, which grew by 4.3 per cent.

Using the same growth rate estimates used by Statistics Canada, city planners are confident the city

itself has cracked the 250,000 mark.

“This is an exciting milestone for Saskatoon. Based on the information from Statistics Canada, we

have increased by a rate of 40.4 per thousand, which hasn’t been achieved by any other census

metropolitan in more than 15 years,” Wallace said in the release.

City of Saskatoon officials are banking on the fact the growth will continue. City planners are

estimating a growth rate of at least 2.5 per cent per year as they chart a path for the city’s future

growth. At that rate, the city would hit a population of one million by 2072.
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