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Saskatoon's north commuter bridge could soon be one step closer to reality.
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The provincial budget unveiled Wednesday contains no money for Saskatoon’s two priority bridge

projects but does make a commitment to fund the north commuter bridge.

There is no mention in the budget of the downtown Traffic Bridge, for which the City of Saskatoon has

been seeking funding in a bundled package estimated at $250 million.

“The only discussion has been around the north commuter bridge in Saskatoon,” said Saskatchewan

Finance Minister Ken Krawetz on Wednesday.

The city has applied for funding to the federal government for a public-private partnership (P3)

project, but the two projects have always been bundled together.

“The other partner in this is the federal government,” said Krawetz.

In the budget, the Saskatchewan Party government says it “is committed to helping fund that

infrastructure priority” and “will establish funding details in the coming year and seek a partnership

with the federal government with dollars likely beginning to flow in 2015-16.”

The six-lane north commuter or Parkway bridge would connect Marquis Drive in the city’s north end

industrial area with McOrmond Drive on the east side of the South Saskatchewan River.

City council had hoped to start the bridge project this year, but a lack of firm financial support from

the provincial and federal government means the original deadline to have the bridge in place for

2016 will not happen.

The two-lane Traffic Bridge replacement would mean a new bridge for downtown to replace the iconic

century-old span that was deemed unsafe in 2010 and has been out of commission since.

The commitment to one bridge without the other leaves the city’s strategy to bundle both together in

question.

As recently as November, provincial officials told The StarPhoenix that the province does not provide

funding for bridges that do connect to provincial highways and lie within city limits, which would

exclude both of Saskatoon’s bridge projects.
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Provincial support for the north commuter bridge also raises questions about the future of the

perimeter highway, a provincial project intended to allow traffic to bypass the city entirely. The project

would include about 10 overpasses or interchanges.
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An overview of the provincial budget:

Revenue

-- $14.07 billion, down 0.7 per cent from last year. The bulk of that is made up of money coming in

through taxes ($6.8 billion), non-renewable resource revenue ($2.7 billion) and federal transfers ($2

billion).

Spending

-- $14 billion, down 0.2 per cent from 2013-14. The biggest chunk goes to health spending ($5.4

billion) with a further $3.7 billion for education (early years through university) and $1.2 billion for

social services.

Health

-- $60.5 million for the Saskatchewan Surgical Initiative. This is $10 million less than last year, but

most health regions have reached the goal of completing surgeries within three months. The Regina

Qu’Appelle Health Region won’t meet that mark until next spring.

-- $1.7 million for an initiative to reduce wait times in emergency rooms.

-- No new funding for projects like the Plains Surgery and Outpatient Care Centre in Regina or the

Royal University Hospital in Saskatoon.

-- Health regions and the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency are being asked to find $51.9 million in

efficiencies, bringing the requested cost-cutting to $106 million over two years.

Highways

-- $113.2 million for several projects including preconstruction work to twin Highways 6 and 39

between Regina and Estevan, a Regina bypass and Highway 7 between Saskatoon and Delisle as

well as construction to twin Highway 16 between Saskatoon and Clavet.

-- $95 million to repave 300 kilometres of highways.

Education

-- $1.82 billion in primary and secondary operating funding.

-- $817.8 million for advanced education, including an average two per cent increase for universities,

affiliated colleges and technical schools.

-- $4.1 million to begin work on four school rebuild projects, including Connaught and Sacred Heart

schools in Regina.

-- $24 million for pre-emptive and emergency maintenance in schools.

-- $25 million, up $2.1 million, for 700 new adult basic education seats.

Social Services

-- $173.6 million toward the Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability program (up $61.3 million)

and $165.8 million for disabilities CBOs (up $20.4 million).

Cities

-- $39.9 million in transfers to the City of Regina and $45.95 million to the City of Saskatoon, both

lower than last year because of a change to the way PST revenue is doled out to municipalities.

-- $50 million for the new Regina stadium, part of the province’s previously announced $80-million

commitment.
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Culture and parks

-- $7.7 million to Creative Saskatchewan.

-- $14.9 million for capital spending in provincial parks.

Agriculture

-- $242 million toward business risk management programs.

Children

-- $2.2 million for 500 new child care spaces.

-- $1 million for 15 new pre-kindergarten programs.
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