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A 99-year-old City Park home may be saved from the wrecking ball if a Saskatoon man can get

permission to move the massive structure to his property across the river.

"We're working on it right now. I hope it works out," said Orion Morgan. "I think the character and

history of the home makes it worthwhile. You can't get that kind of character anymore."

Morgan, who owns a large lot on Saskatchewan Crescent between the Broadway and University

bridges, read a StarPhoenix article Monday about the home's impending demolition.

Owner Tim Ryan, who plans to build a condominium on the site, had offered the house to the city.

Ryan said he could have it moved across the street and integrated into the revamped Kinsmen Park.

City officials declined, Ryan said.

Then, an unusual course of events led to the original oak interior fixtures being removed and taken to

La Ronge. It caused Ryan to think demolition was the only option. Heritage advocates expressed

concern about the loss of the property, noting its historic and architectural significance.

Morgan called Ryan to ask if he could have the house anyway. Morgan will have to pay the estimated

$80,000 moving fee, but Ryan will give him the house for nothing.

"Apparently he says he can pull it off," Ryan said. "That'd be great. I will do anything I can to help him."

The house, known as Bethany Home because it served as a Salvation Army facility for troubled youth,

was built in 1912 by William (Billy) Silverwood, according to a report. An addition was made in the

1940s. A group recently made an unsuccessful attempt to purchase the property and use it as a

hospice, as Saskatoon City Hospital sits across the street.
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The building went up for sale by public tender this fall and Ryan bought it. Once the house is off the

property, Ryan plans to build an 18-unit condominium. The 19,000 square-foot lot sits across the street

from Kinsmen Park, one block from the riverbank and a five-minute walk from downtown.

Ryan said he's in contact with the La Ronge man who's in possession of the thick oak banisters, doors

and other fixtures, and is confident he can get them back. If he can, he said he'll give them to Morgan

as well.

Morgan wants to move only the original section of the house and Ryan said he'll take care of

demolishing the other half.

"It'll be a freebie to (Morgan), to the city and to the heritage society," Ryan said.

Morgan said a local building mover told him the job is possible. It would involve a pair of semi-trailers

with "tons of wheels," Morgan said.

The route options are limited, if the city allows the move at all. Morgan and Ryan have been told the

University Bridge, the most direct route, is not an option because of the weight.

Morgan's tentative route is to take the house down Queen Street west to Second Avenue, to 33rd

Street, to Spadina Crescent along the river and head north. The house might then be moved through

Archibald Park and onto the Circle Drive Bridge. The house would proceed to College Drive, on to

Clarence Avenue and then to Saskatchewan Crescent.

"It'd be easier to go across the University Bridge but it looks like that's not possible," Morgan said.

City approvals will be required for the complex route, for permission to take the estimated

500,000-pound structure across a bridge and for placing the structure in another neighbourhood. The

height of the building could also require special approvals.

The city's building standards manager, Bob Barron, said it won't be difficult to get a permit to take the

house off the Queen Street location, but the other approvals are another matter. The city managers in

charge of those areas were not available Friday.
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