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1.0 ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 

The City of North Battleford and the Town of Battleford are situated on the Yellowhead Highway in the 

central northwest area of the province, located approximately 140 km northwest of Saskatoon and 137 km 

southeast of Lloydminster and the Alberta border.  With a combined population of just under 17,000, the 

Battleford’s region is the province's fifth largest metropolitan community with a trading area of 

approximately 62,000.  The population of the Battlefords saw a moderate but steady growth up until the 

mid-1980s then stabilized.   Actual statistics show a 5% decline in population between 1991 and 2001 and a 

further decline of 4% between 2001 and 2006.  The most recent statistics indicate a 5.3% increase in 

population over the 2006 census numbers. According to city officials, job creation and building construction 

permits were the highest in 20 years. 
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The local economy is directly influenced by the agricultural, mining and oil field industries, both of which 

can have significant fluctuations due to world market conditions.  Now that twinning of Highway 16 and 

construction of the new bridge between Battleford and North Battleford has been completed it has become 

a transportation hub. 

 

The Governemnt of Saskatchewan announced a new hospital to replace the Saskatchewan Hospital North 

Battleford and a hospital integrated correctional facility as a P3 procurement model.  The new facility 

includes 188-bed replacement (156-bed existing) and a 96-room correctional facility that will house both 

male and female offenders.  Construction on the new facility began mid 2015 and expected to be complete 

in spring 2018.  The facility will be constructed on existing hospital grounds near the current hospital. 

 

The Gold Eagle Casino has become significant to North Battleford's economy. The casino reportedly attracts 

$12 million tourist dollars a year to the City and is a major employer with nearly 300 workers.  The 

Battlefords Tribal Council is proposing construction of several facilities near the casino.  

 

A shopping mall is in the planning stages for an area north of the casino, along with a hotel and convention 

centre.  The City has constructed a four component multi-purpose facility that was completed in late 2012.  

The facility has a performing arts centre that seats 374 people, a field house with both a turf and rubberized 

field, a curling centre with six sheets of ice and an indoor aquatic centre with two waterslides, steam room, 

wave pool, lazy river and a 25 metre competition pool. 

 

The level of construction is a good measure of economic activity.  The total value of building permits in 

2014 was $55,924,000 on 104 permits, which is among the highest the City has seen.  In 2013, the total 

value of building permits was $20,534,000 on 121 permits, a roughly $35 million dollar improvement over 

the last year.  The improvement is credited to the construction activity in the commercial and industrial 

sectors.  Projects including the Walmart expansion, the Home Hardware expansion, the addition to the Gold 

Eagle Casino and various other projects.  The Town of Battleford reported building permits of nearly $26 

million in 2014 for an overall of almost $82 million in building permits for the Battlefords.  

 

The developmenty of a gas-fired electrical power generating station near the community has created 

construction and permanent employment.  Northland Power Inc. in agreement with SaskPower constructed 

a $700 million gas-fired power station.  Construction started in the spring of 2010, with the facility 

operational in June 2013.  This project is expected to maintain 25 to 30 full-time jobs to operate the facility.  

SaskPower is also constructing a smaller facility within City Limits.  Combining these projects with the 

construction of the multi-purpose recreation and cultural facility results in the 

commercial/industrial/institutional construction sector being very busy over the next two to three years. 

 

Retail and commercial services are favourable in North Battleford.  There are two shopping centres, the 

Territorial Mall in the northwest quadrant of the city and Frontier Mall on the Yellowhead Highway in the 

southeast.  Wal-Mart has a freestanding store just to the north of the Frontier Mall, which is expanding by 

30,209 square feet for a gross area of 138,306 square feet.  Rumors that the Co-op is set to expand are 

circling as well according to the District Manager of Co-op.  Canadian Tire, Home Hardware and Sobeys are 

parts of these malls.  Home Hardware recently expanded it’s retail space by approximatley 25,000 square 

feet and is set to reopen late 2015.  Marks Work Warehouse opened a new store in this area as well.  The 
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southeast sector of the city is now well established as the commercial hub for North Battleford.  ICR 

Commercial indicated a 4.00% vacancy rate.  

 

Vacancy in the central core area is slightly higher than in the suburban areas.  Many of the older buildings in 

the central core have not seen any renovation or upgrading for years.  Some of the retail-oriented 

businesses left to the peripheral mall locations or to strip retail locations on major traffic arteries.  A 

downtown revitalization has commenced with the demolition of some existing properties for the 

development of the "King Street Station".  The first building is an 11,000 sq.ft. Liquor Board store which was 

opened in 2000.  This project is hoped to eventually see a number of buildings, both office and retail 

developed around a central square area. 

 

Social facilities include schools, parks, a hospital, as well as recreational facilities for hockey, swimming, 

curling, golf and other sports, with good fishing, hunting and skiing within an 80 km radius.  Recreational 

facilities are to receive significant enhancement with the construction of the recreational and cultural 

complex, construction slated to start immediately. 

 

In summary, the outlook for the city is stable at this time.  Growth in the value-added agricultural, 

manufacturing and retail sectors solidify the Battlefords as the trading centre for the central northwest, a 

trend expected to continue, particularly while there is still high oil and gas activity.  The area has yet to feel 

the effects of slumping oil prices.  Demand for housing has stabilized from historical levels with 838 sales in 

2015 at an average sale price of $202,765 up from 946 sales at $193,686 in 2014.  An increase in the 

establishment of job creating industrial companies in the community will sustain the momentum that has 

been generated in the past 3-4 years. 


